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Today’s feast, the Ascension of the Lord, marks the moment when Jesus departed from 

this world not to return until the second coming.  The gospel reminds us of the mission 

that Jesus gave to all of his disciples, including us.  To witness to Jesus’s name and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

This we are not expected to do on our own authority or power.  The Father has sent 

down the Holy Spirit so that, just as the disciples have been clothed with power from 

on high, so too are we.  At Baptism and Confirmation we have received the Holy Spirit 

so that we have the strength, the power and the authority to preach Jesus’s name and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

Before Jesus departed he blessed his disciples.  Jesus blesses us as we go forward both 

in praising God and in partaking in Christ’s mission.  We have the power and authority 

of the Holy Spirit and are blessed by Jesus to move forward, to witness as followers of 

Jesus. 

What is it that stops us, or holds us back from openly witnessing to Jesus Christ in the 

world today?  This is a good question to spend time with.  If I spend time with this 

question I realise that there is not just one reason, but many reasons that feed in to my 

embarrassment, fear, shyness and disgust.  The Church that many of us may look back 

to with a sense of nostalgia is not the Church that we find ourselves in today.   

No longer is the witness of Jesus in the public square the majority choice.  It is not 

unusual for those who preach Christ to receive hostility in a culture that values free 

speech and yet worries of offence being caused.  There is also past abuses that those in 

authority caused to many innocent people and children.  A sense of shame and disgust 

is not only present in those who oppose the Church, but we must also recognise the 

presence of these emotions in ourselves, and rightly so. 

To preach Jesus Christ and witness to God’s love does not happen in a vacuum.  Such 

witness happens in the reality of where we find ourselves.  The mission that we are 

called to places us right bang in the centre of the rawness, the realness and the 

vulnerability of our existence.  This is not only where we witness to God, but if we 

open our eyes and our ears, this is where we will find God.   

Don’t discard the realness of life when exploring and discovering the realness of God. 

    With best wishes for the week ahead – Rev. Stephen Wilson 



BAPTISMS: will normally take place on a Saturday at 4pm.  Contact Rev. Stephen Wilson for 

further information. 

 

WEDDINGS: Please contact Fr Gerry Campbell directly for all wedding enquiries.  It is important 

that all couples who intend to marry in 2022 make contact so as to ensure that all necessary 

requirements and paperwork are fulfilled on time. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: can be emailed to louthparish@gmail.com at least two weeks prior to the date 

of the anniversary for inclusion in the parish bulletin. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LATELY DECEASED: Please pray for Joe Hamill, Tony Lynch and Gerry Matthews. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES FOR NEXT WEEK: Sunday: Month’s memory of Joe Hamill, Thomas Hoey, 

Margaret Dennis, Paddy Rogan, deceased members of the Lennon family. 

 

COLLECTION:   Sunday 22nd May 2022: €1,075.00 

Many thanks for your continued generosity.  If you wish to change your contributions to 

Standing Order and/or wish to complete a tax relief form, please email louthparish@gmail.com 

for the necessary details. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  

Congratulations to the children of Scoil Oilibheir Naofa who received their First Holy 

Communion yesterday in Our Lady of Snows Church, Stonetown. 

 

BLESSING OF THE GRAVES: Sunday 31st July 2022 @ 6.00pm 

 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, LOUTH 

MASSES:   Sunday 29th – 9.30am (Solemnity of The Ascension of the Lord)  

Anniversaries: Pat Byrne.  

Wednesday 01st – 9.30am (Seventh Week of Easter) 

 

ROSARY & ADORATION: Wednesday after mass until 12noon. 

CONFESSIONS:   can be heard on request after mass or by appointment. 

(Vigil Mass First Saturday of every Month at 4.45pm) 

 

 
OUR LADY OF SNOWS CHURCH, STONETOWN  

Closed until further notice 
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ENCOUNTERING JESUS: Continues in St Mary’s Church, Knockbridge from 2pm to 4pm.  

Teaching, testimonies, praise & worship, mass, tea and coffee served afterwards. 

 

PASTORAL AREA PASTORAL COUNCIL: Fr Gerry Campbell, as Vicar Forane of Our Lady Queen 

of Peace Pastoral Area, is forming a Pastoral Area Pastoral Council.  This council will be made 

up of three parishioners from each of the four parishes of Darver & Dromiskin, Kilkerley, 

Knockbridge and Louth along with the clergy of the area.  This combined council is hoped to be 

of greater service to all parishes in these changing times. 

 

VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD & RELIGIOUS LIFE:  Are you thinking of a possible life as a 

priest, deacon, sister or brother?  Speak to your local priest, or contact your Diocesan Vocations 

Director (Fr Peter: pmcanenly21@gmail.com Tel: 048 3752 2802).  www.armaghpriest.com, 

www.vocations.ie   

 

ARCHDIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2022: will be taking place this year from 26th 

September to 1st October.  The pilgrimage will be operating through Marian Pilgrimages.  The 

fare is €750.00 per person sharing (single room supplement €190).  Youth fare is €720.00.  

Medical and Nursing support will not be provided in the Accueli Notre Dame as is previous 

years due to the ongoing pandemic.  Pilgrims will need to be able to travel independently or be 

accompanied by a family member/carer who can provide for their care and support needs.  For 

more details please speak to any of the clergy. 

 

LOUGH DERG 2022: Pilgrimage Season has re-opened for one day retreats.  Three day 

pilgrimages will begin from this Wednesday 1st June until 15th August.  Booking is advised.  

Admission €80, Concessions are available for students, seniors and groups.  Also available is a 

guided Pilgrim Path.  For further information please see the posters in the Church, visit 

www.loughderg.org email info@loughderg.org or telephone 071 986 1518.  Lough Derg, 

Pettigo, Co. Donegal, F94 N289. 

 

THE SYNODAL PATHWAY:  For further information and engagement please visit: www.synod.ie 

 

A PRAYER BY TELEPHONE:  The Sisters of Mercy “Bethany” 34 Point Road, Dundalk, welcome 

any person who may wish to request prayer, especially during these difficult times.  All requests 

are confidential.  One of the sisters will be happy to listen & pray with you 9am-9pm daily.  

Telephone 042 933 1602. 

 

DROMANTINE SUNDAY:  Open day and family fun day will take place on Sunday 12th June 2022 

1pm – 5pm.  There is a £5 admission fee for each car.  Everyone is welcome.  Society of African 

Missions, Dromantine, Newry, BT34 1RH. 

 

COVID GUIDANCE: All restrictions and mitigations have now eased.  We ask you to continue to 

sanitise your hands and remain sensitive and respectful towards those who may feel vulnerable 

or anxious. 

 

MATT TALBOT PRAYER SOCIETY: prays daily for those with addictions.  You can enrol 

somebody to be prayed for each day as well as at the monthly Mass, which takes place in St 

Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh, on the first Monday of each month at 7.30pm.  All are welcome 

both in person and online.  For more information please visit www.matttalbotprayersociety.com. 

mailto:pmcanenly21@gmail.com
http://www.armaghpriest.com/
http://www.vocations.ie/
http://www.loughderg.org/
mailto:info@loughderg.org
http://www.synod.ie/
http://www.matttalbotprayersociety.com/


ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in the most holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things, 

and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you are already there, 

and I unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen. 

 

 

A PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH  

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,  

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Clergy: Very Rev. Gerry Campbell 042 682 7418 | gerrycampbell65@gmail.com  

        Parochial House, Knockbridge, A91 NA03 

  Rev. Stephen Wilson  042 937 4285 | louthparish@gmail.com  

       Parochial House, Louth Village, A91 XE42 

  Very Rev. Brian MacRaois 042 682 7049 | brianmacraois49@gmail.com 

       Parochial House, Kilkerley, A91 VK18  

Sacristan:  Mr Anthony Loughran  086 348 0382 

Masses and other events are broadcast live via webcam and can be accessed through either: 

www.ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org or www.churchmedia.tv  Recording is possible on request 

by contacting Rev. Stephen Wilson in advance. 
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