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This week Luke presents us with one of Jesus’s most memorable parables, that of ‘the 

prodigal son’.  It is a story that we have heard so many times, we could almost recite it 

word for word.  

I wish to challenge you this week.  Is it possible to hear this parable anew?  Of course 

it is, the word of God is alive and active, and it speaks to us differently every time we 

read it, even if we were to read the same passages every day! 

Read this parable again, but instead of thinking of the prodigal son, assign a different 

title.  Could I suggest a few: ‘A Father has two Sons,’ ‘The Father who lost his 

Son(s),’ ‘The Lost Son,’ or dare I suggest ‘The Absent Mother.’ 

A title can have quite an influence on how we read God’s word, on how we see God’s 

word and on how we hear God speak to us through his word.  Ignoring a title can be a 

good exercise when revisiting these parables that Jesus speaks to us through. 

When we open ourselves to God speaking to us through his word, we open ourselves 

to the reality of our lives here and now.  Not the reality that we dream of, but the 

reality that is actually our lot, with all its joys and trials, with the real murkiness and 

pain of our goodness and badness.   

God speaks to us directly from his word in the reality of our situation.  His word comes 

from within us, if it does not come within ourselves then it cannot be God’s word for 

us.  This is where we find the mercy and compassion of God, a mercy that grants 

forgiveness in abundance.  Sometimes the problem is not God’s love for us, but our 

willingness to receive his gift to us. 

The person that is open to this gift from God is easily recognisable.  This is the person 

that must pass on such a profound generosity.  This is the person that is right bang in 

the middle of the world, the person of compassion that sees God active in the world in 

all of its awkwardness and ugliness. 

The parable that Jesus speaks to us overflows with compassion.  Rather than sulk in 

the misery of the pig sty or in the slavery of toil, run to the Father who sees you and is 

moved with pity.  Welcome the compassion that is yours to embrace, and pass it on to 

someone in need. 

    With best wishes for the week ahead – Rev. Stephen Wilson 

 



BAPTISMS: will normally take place on a Saturday at 4pm.  Contact Rev. Stephen Wilson for 

further information. 

 

WEDDINGS: Please contact Fr Gerry Campbell directly for all wedding enquiries.  It is important 

that all couples who intent to marry in 2022 make contact so as to ensure that all necessary 

requirements and paperwork are fulfilled on time. 

 
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES FOR NEXT WEEK: Saturday Vigil: Peter & Mary Byrne, Anthony McDonnell, 

Alex Sweeney, O’Rourke family, McBride & Murray Families; Sunday: First Anniversary of 

Teddy Pepper, Gem Matthews, Peg & Paddy Hoey, Rita Byrne. 

 

COLLECTION:   St Patrick’s Day & Sunday 20th March 2022: €1,090.00 

Many thanks for your continued generosity.  If you wish to change your contributions to 

Standing Order and/or wish to complete a tax relief form, please contact Rev. Stephen Wilson 

directly for the necessary details. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST PENANCE:  

STONETOWN SCHOOL: Wednesday 30th March 2022 in Stonetown Church, 6.30pm. 

 

LITURGY OF LIGHT: for all children in the parish preparing for Confirmation will be celebrated 

on Monday 28th March 2022 at 7pm in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Louth. 

 

MINISTERIAL FORMATION: Ministers of the Word training will conclude this Tuesday 7:30-

9.00pm in St Mary’s Church Knockbridge. 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL: Next collection will take place on the weekend of 2nd & 3rd April. 

   

NIGHT PRAYER: from the Divine Office of the Church is prayed on Monday’s at 9.45pm in St 

Mary’s Church, Knockbridge to conclude adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (10am-10pm). 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, LOUTH 

MASSES:  Sunday 27th – 9.30am (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 

    Anniversaries: Patrick & Mary Connolly. 

Wednesday 30th – 9:30am (Fourth Week of Lent)  

ROSARY & ADORATION: Wednesday after mass until 12noon. 

CONFESSIONS:   can be heard on request after mass or by appointment. 

(Vigil Mass First Saturday of every Month at 4.45pm) 

OUR LADY OF SNOWS CHURCH, STONETOWN  

Closed until further notice 

 



UKRAINE SPECIAL COLLECTION: will be taken at all masses in Ireland today Sunday 27th 

March.  If you miss the collection, then please drop your contribution through the door of the 

parochial house in a marked envelope.  The proceeds of this special collection will be directed 

to Caritas Internationalis which is the agency of the Church on the ground in Ukraine and 

surrounding areas.  “In the name of God I ask you: stop this massacre!” – Pope Francis.  

#PrayForPeace #PrayForUkraine 

 

JUST A MINUTE: One minute videos on a number of 

themes available on the Archdiocese of Armagh 

YouTube channel, and more to come three times a 

week during Lent (Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays).  Also posted on the ADYC Instagram and 

Facebook.  Check it out, like and subscribe!  
 

YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT: ADYC (Armagh Diocesan Youth Commission) are very excited to 

announce Youth Lenten Retreat days, open to all ages.  One will be in Cookstown on the 9th of 

April and the other will be in Collon on the 10th of April. Please email Janet/Rob for more 

information and to register armaghyouth@aracoeli.com  

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:  Please pray in a special way this week that the Lord of the harvest 

may send us more labourers.  “I am the light of the world, says the Lord.”  Are you called to 

bring the Light of Christ to the world through a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life?  

Speak to your local priest, or contact our Diocesan Vocations Director (Fr. Peter: 

pmcanenly21@gmail.com, 048 3752 2802). www.armaghpriest.com  

 

‘PATRICKPATRICKPODCASTS’: Continue exploring the psalms during Lent with Fr Paddy Rushe 

and Mr Patrick Logue via their Podcast series.  The Podcast can be accessed via 

www.patrickpatrickpodcasts.com or on Spotify by searching ‘PatrickPatrickPodcasts’. 

 

DIOCESAN CHRISM MASS: Archbishop Eamon, along with the clergy of the diocese, will 

celebrate the Chrism Mass on Wednesday, 13 April at 7.00pm in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Armagh.  All are welcome.  This year we will highlight the ongoing synodal process and 

acknowledge the work of our Diocesan Synodal Core Group.  In particular, an invitation to 

attend is extended to families and schools in the diocese with children who will make their 

Confirmation this year.  To access the webcam visit www.armaghparish.net  

 

ENCOUNTERING JESUS: A new initiative every Sunday in St Mary’s Church, Knockbridge from 

2pm to 4pm includes teaching, testimonies, praise & worship, followed by mass.  Tea and coffee 

is served afterwards in the parish hall.  

 

ALPHA ONLINE: will continue on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm.  If you are interested in 

participating please make contact with Lorraine on 0863867627 or lorrainequigley@gmail.com  

 

LOUGH DERG 2022: Pilgrimage Season re-opens Sunday 1st May for one day retreats.  Three day 

pilgrimages will begin from Wednesday 1st June.  Walk the Pilgrim Path on Easter Monday.  For 

further information please see the posters in the Church, or visit www.loughderg.org  
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ACCORD MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Accord is recruiting interested people to assist in the 

provision of their Marriage Preparation Programmes.  Application forms are available by 

contacting marriagepreparation@accord.ie.  Selections will take place in June of this year with 

training commencing in September.  This year Accord is celebrating 60 years supporting couples 

and families.  Please contact us for any support you may need www.accord.ie 

 

ARISE – CATHOLIC FAMILY HOLIDAY CONFERENCE 17-22 APRIL:  Tramore, Co Waterford. 

Experience Faith, Hope and Love with your family on a week-long family holiday conference 

during Easter week.  There will be activities for the whole family including workshops, talks, 

seminars, healing ministries and Mass each day.  For more information and for booking please 

visit www.arisefamilyconference.ie  

 

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE 
Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will 

be close to them and protect them.  We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and 

wisdom to guide their choices.  We pray for the world, that in this moment of crisis, we may 

reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways so that 

peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for the world.  Amen. 

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us! 

Our Lady of Kyiv,   pray for us! 

 

 
 

COVID GUIDANCE: In the coming days and weeks we will begin to lift the restrictions and 

mitigations that were introduced during the pandemic.  Please remain sensitive and respectful 

towards those who may still feel vulnerable or anxious. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICES: If anyone would like to include notices in the weekly bulletin, please 

forward them to louthparish@gmail.com by the previous Wednesday. 

  

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Clergy: Very Rev. Gerry Campbell 042 682 7418 | gerrycampbell65@gmail.com  

        Parochial House, Knockbridge, A91 NA03 

  Rev. Stephen Wilson  042 937 4285 | louthparish@gmail.com  

       Parochial House, Louth Village, A91 XE42 

  Very Rev. Brian MacRaois 042 682 7049 | brianmacraois49@gmail.com 

       Parochial House, Kilkerley, A91 VK18  

Sacristan:  Mr Anthony Loughran  086 348 0382 

Masses and other events are broadcast live via webcam and can be accessed through either: 

www.ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org or www.churchmedia.tv  Recording is possible on request 

by contacting Rev. Stephen Wilson in advance. 

      

 

mailto:marriagepreparation@accord.ie
http://www.accord.ie/
http://www.arisefamilyconference.ie/
mailto:louthparish@gmail.com
mailto:gerrycampbell65@gmail.com
mailto:louthparish@gmail.com
mailto:brianmacraois49@gmail.com
http://www.ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org/
http://www.churchmedia.tv/


A SYNODAL PATHWAY: The Church in Ireland will embark on a 

Synodal Pathway leading to a National Synodal Assembly.  A 

new website has been launched: www.synod.ie  The website 

provides information about the synodal pathway and the 

timeline of work, as well as making available a variety of 

resources to support engagement.  

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
O Jesus, send labourers into your fields which are awaiting holy apostles, saintly priests, heroic 

missionaries and dedicated sisters and brothers. 

Enkindle in the hearts of men and women the spark of a vocation. 

Grant that Christian families may desire to give your Church helpers in the work of tomorrow.  

Amen. 
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