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The narrative of the second coming of Christ continues this week, and yet a transition 

is happening.  The vestments of the clergy change to violet, the advent wreath begins a 

countdown, and the sounds of the liturgy shift to a time of preparation.  We are called 

to hold in tandem the twofold character of devout and expectant delight.  We have 

entered a mystical time of anticipation, preparation and awakening. 

It is near impossible to avoid the celebration of Christmas in November.  Many, 

including myself, have already received invites to work Christmas dinners; a simple 

stroll through our public spaces is accompanied by the many Carols of Christmas, we 

are panicking about starting the Christmas gift shopping (Hats off to those who are 

well advanced).  It can be hard to hear the sound of Advent. 

Advent is my favourite season in the Church calendar.  In such a busy world of 

excitement, worry, anxiety and expectation, the Church, in her wisdom, offers us a 

space where we can still the soul, take time to prepare, and connect with those who are 

dear to us.  We often gather in a multitude in the Church.  Is it possible to rethink my 

position in the crowd.  It is so easy to be in the midst of a crowd and fail to be touched 

by a graced moment such as the Sunday Eucharist.  As one of the multitude, as the one 

in the many, can I recognise my importance in God’s eyes, can I recognise the 

receiving of the Body of Christ as an intimate moment where I am at one with my 

God?   

Opening the door to the closed soul opens the stillness of God dwelling in our heart 

and soul.  Such a stillness may shift our focus, even for a short moment, on that one 

gift which we long for.  In anticipating the greatest gift of God to all humanity with 

attentive patience, we discover joy, hope and humility.   

Don’t fear stillness in this time.  Embrace the opportunity to take some time out and 

still the heart and soul to truly prepare the way for that special morn’ when the greatest 

gift is born. Arise and awake to the delight that the infant child Emmanuel (meaning: 

God-with-us) has come, is here, and is coming.  Change your perspective of being lost 

in the noise of the crowd to being One with your God, being touched by God’s grace in 

the intimate space of your sole.  God is with us. 

 

     With best wishes for the week – Rev. Stephen Wilson 

 



BAPTISMS: will normally take place on a Saturday at 4pm.  To book please email 

louthparish@gmail.com or contact Rev. Stephen Wilson on 042 937 4285. 

 
 

 
 
 

LATELY DECEASED: Please pray for Barbara O’Hare, Dundalk; Fr Kevin Cooney, SM; Gerard 

Watters; Josephine Donnelly. 

 

COLLECTION:   Sunday 21st November 2021: €950.00 

Many thanks for your generosity.  Collections have resumed during Sunday mass.  Alternatively, 

you can leave your envelopes in the Sacristy or at the Parochial House. 

Forms to obtain tax relief for the Church can be obtained in the sacristy or by contacting Marian 

Hanratty on 087 904 4354. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK: Saturday vigil: Nicholas, Bridgid & Bridie 

Kieran; Sean & Eileen Gartlan & deceased family members.  Sunday: First Anniversary of 

Thomas Byrne.  Wednesday: Jem Martin   

 

VISITATION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: Will again be suspended due to recent government 

advice on visiting the vulnerable.  In an emergency a priest will still be available. 

 

ALPHA: Continues with its eleventh session in Kilkerley Community Centre on Thursday 02nd 

December from 7-9pm.  If you would like to participate in these latter weeks, please email 

lorrainemquigley@gmail.com to facilitate catering and public health compliance.   

 

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, LOUTH 

WEEKEND: Vigil Mass First Saturday of every Month at 4.45pm  

Sunday – Mass 09.30am (First Sunday of Advent) 

Anniversaries: Nora & James Pepper; Nancy and James O’Neill; 

Patrick Fitzpatrick; Mary Fitzpatrick. 

WEEKDAY: Tuesday –  Mass 9:30am (Feast: St Andrew, Apostle) 

   Wednesday – Mass 9:30am 

ROSARY:  Recited after weekday liturgies and on Sunday at 3pm. 

ADORATION: Wednesday – after mass until 12noon. 

CONFESSIONS:  can be heard on request either after mass or by appointment. 

OUR LADY OF SNOWS CHURCH, STONETOWN 

Closed until further notice 
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COMBONI MISSIONS APPEAL: Next Weekend, Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th December, Fr Sean 

Dempsey will speak at masses about the missionary work of the Comboni Missions.  Founded by 

Saint Daniel Comboni in 1867, they often work in an unstable political climate in the midst of 

extreme poverty.  A special collection will be taken up for the Comboni Missions 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL: annual Christmas appeal will take place on Sunday 12th December.  

Many in the local community depend on the Saint Vincent de Paul to ease their burden and help 

them hold their cross over the Christmas period.  Your generosity is most appreciated. 

 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: Mass will be celebrated on 

the evening of Wednesday 08th December at 7.30pm.  This day of solemnity celebrates our 

blessed mother Mary as free from all stain of original sin.  It may be of personal profit to reflect 

on the concrete decision of this parish community to dedicate the parish church in honour of Our 

Lady of the Immaculate Conception. 

 

DIGITAL ADVENT CALENDAR: Archbishop Eamon has launched the 2021 interactive digital 

Advent Calendar which will go live on www.catholicbishops.ie today Sunday.  This unique 

initiative offers resources behind virtual doors each day during the season of Advent so as to 

assist people of all ages to pray and reflect in our preparations for the coming of the child Jesus 

at Christmas. 

 

9 DAY ROSARY NOVENA FOR IRELAND: Radio Maria invites you to pray the Rosary at 9pm each 

evening from Tuesday, November 30th, to Wednesday, December 8th, the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception.  May the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Knock, come to our assistance. 

 

LOUGH DERG ONLINE SHOP: offers unique Christmas Cards and gifts with nationwide delivery.  

Why not check it out at www.loughderg.live/shop   

 

SYNOD 2021-2023: A few weeks ago the Holy Father launched the latest Synod with an 

invitation to gather opinion and reflection from the Church throughout the world.  As part of this 

process we have all been asked to reflect on the following four questions.   

Participation is open to everyone.  Open discussion in small groups is encouraged with 

individual responses to the questions.  If you would like to submit a response to these please feel 

free to post them through the door of the Parochial House in a sealed envelope.  All responses 

should remain anonymous. 

1. What memory or experience of the Catholic Church do you value or cherish most in your life? 

2. How can our Church be a welcoming and inclusive community? 

3. How can we be listened to more effectively and encouraged to participate in decision-making 

processes in the Church? 

4. What inspires you in the life of your parish community to bring the love of Christ into the 

world?  What discourages you? 

 

A PRAYER BY TELEPHONE: The Sisters of Mercy "Bethany" 34 Point Road, Dundalk welcome 

any person who may wish to request prayer, especially during these difficult times. All requests 

are confidential.  One of the sisters will be happy to LISTEN & PRAY with you, 9am -9pm 

daily.  Call on 042 933 1602. 
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ANTHEM TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

(ALMA REDEMPTORIS MATER) 

Dear Mother of the Redeemer you remain an ever open gateway to heaven, and star of the sea; 

come to the aid of the fallen people who strive to rise again:  You brought forth – to the wonder 

of all nature – you own Creator: Virgin before and after from the lips of Gabriel you received the 

‘Ave’ greeting: have mercy on us sinners. 

 

 
 

 

COVID GUIDANCE: In this time we are asked to continue to wear face masks, respect social 

distancing, and use the sanitiser when entering church buildings. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICES: If anyone would like to include notices in the weekly bulletin, please 

forward them to louthparish@gmail.com by the previous Wednesday. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Clergy: Very Rev. Gerry Campbell 042 937 4125 | gerrycampbell65@gmail.com  

        Parochial House, Knockbridge, A91 NA03 

  Rev. Stephen Wilson  042 937 4285 | louthparish@gmail.com  

       Parochial House, Louth Village, A91 XE42 

  Very Rev. Brian MacRaois 042 682 7049| brianmacraois49@gmail.com 

       Parochial House, Kilkerley, A91 VK18  

Sacristan:  Mr Anthony Loughran  086 348 0382 

Masses and other events are broadcast live via webcam and can be accessed through either: 

www.ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org or www.churchmedia.tv  Recording is possible on request 

by contacting Rev. Stephen Wilson in advance. 
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