
Priests: Fr. Gerry Campbell                                         

Tel: 042 9374125                                           

Email: gerrycampbell65@gmail.com                         

Fr. Brian MacRaois  Tel: 042 6827409                                              

Email: brianmacraois49@gmail.com 

Kilkerley/Knockbridge - Office Hours:  

Monday to Friday  Time: 9.30a.m.to 

1.30p.m. 

Newsletter: kilkerleybulletin@gmail.com                                    

Parish contributions (envelope & 

donations)  The total parish contribution 

from Sunday 7th March to Sunday 21st 

March Knockbridge: €2,352.23 Kilkerley 

€1,441.51 Many thanks to all who 

contributed to the running costs of your 

parish. Please check ‘Donate Button’ on 

this newsletter for alternative ways to 

contribute to your parish. The total 

contribution from Sunday 28th March to 

Sunday 11th April will be recorded in this 

newsletter on Sunday 18th April 

 

 

 

 

 Easter Sunday                    
4th April 2021  

JESUS IS ALIVE. ALLELUIA ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present Restrictions 

 Instructions for Parishes 

In keeping with ongoing restrictions, 
religious services will remain online 
until further notice.  

Places of worship may remain 
open for private prayer 

Funerals: Up to 10 mourners 
can attend 

Weddings: From 3rd January 2021 
up to 6 people can attend a wedding 
ceremony  

Baptisms: Postponed.               
In an emergency, Baptism may be 
celebrated by any person who 
intends what the Church intends. 
The formula for Baptism: ‘NAME. I 
Baptise you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit’ and is said while pouring 
water on the head three times. 
Please notify the priest you have 
done this. A celebration of the faith 
community can take place at a later 
time. 

Recently Deceased.                                                                                                    

Our prayers are asked for those who died 

recently: Barney Cassidy, Bolton & 

formally Corderry, Evelyn Moynagh, 

Dundalk, Briege Brady, Dundalk, 

Kathleen Tennyson, Grey Acre Road., 

Noel Quigley, Hyde Park, Dundalk, 

Michelle Brady, Newry, Tom Kenny, 

Kent, England,  

Trócaire 2021                             
Trócaire needs our help more than ever. 
Owing to the current restrictions it will be 
difficult for all the boxes to be returned in 
the normal way during the Easter 
ceremonies  Donations can be made by 
collecting a Trócaire Box (Boxes are still 
available in the Church Porch) You can 
also contribute Online at trocaire.org or 
By phone: 1850 408 408 . Leave boxes in 
the front entrance to the church during the 
Easter Triduum or the weekends that 
follow or in either parochial house. The 
total raised by the two parishes in 2019 was 
€4,843.44 & in 2020 €5,673.44….Can we 
reach €6,000 this year ? YES WE CAN :) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNS OF EASTER ( Fr. Gerry) 
More than a year ago, the Covid-19 
pandemic changed the lives of every 
human being on earth. So far the virus 
has claimed more than 2.6 million 
lives. Many Covid victims died alone, 
denied the presence of their loved ones 
at their side, and their funerals were 
sparsely attended or they had no 
funeral Mass at all. In many countries 
many families are still waiting for a 
funeral Mass for their loved one.  The 
pandemic taught us the phrase “social 
distancing” and created a physical and 
often emotional distance in our society. 

Grandparents have gone without hugs 

and kisses from their grandchildren 

for months on end. Travel restrictions 

and safety precautions put dampers on 

family gatherings. Weddings and 

baptisms have been small or 

postponed. A growing distrust of 

information and authority figures has 

spawned heated divisions among loved 

ones on a range of pandemic-related 

issues, from the need for mask-wearing 

to the efficacy and morality of Covid 

vaccinations. Social isolation has taken 

its toll on everyone. Countless 

Catholics across the country have gone 

a year without attending Mass in 

person.. The pandemic has inflicted a 

mental toll on health workers, children 

and young adults. Thankfully primary 

schools are back, but what about post 

primary and those doing exams?  

From the onset of the pandemic, 

teachers had to adapt quickly to online 

learning. Many students in the 

country, particularly from lower-

income families have struggled. 

Educators have scrambled to provide 

internet connections  suitable to the 

new learning environment. 
Easter Hope: Yet Christians, despite 
death and suffering, know there is 
always reason to hope. Easter reminds 
the faithful of our obligation to 
maintain hope in the darkest of times. 
And while our long Lent may seem far 
from over, there are nevertheless signs 
of resurrection. 
The Covid-19 vaccines seem to be 
relatively slow at the moment but they 
are coming and thankfully a lot of the 
elderly people and medical frontline 
workers have received at least one shot 
at this stage. Thousands of vaccine 
doses are expected to be available 
within the next few months.   
With immunisation will come a return 
to many of the things society has gone 
without during the pandemic. For 
believers it will mean a return to Mass 
and the sacraments in-person. For 
some it has been more than a year 
since they were able to return to Mass. 
Some couples, who have waited until it 
would be possible to have a large 
gathering will finally celebrate their 
weddings. Others will finally get to 
visit their relatives in other countries 
where travel restrictions have been  
prohibited. 

Donate Button’ Now on                                          
To facilitate  parishioners who would like to 
contribute to the parish online, we have 
partnered with Payzone Ireland to provide 
both parishes with the facility to accept card 
payments from our website. This will allow 
parishioners to contribute both on an adhoc 
basis or on a fixed automated payment 
scheduled. This secure DONATE button 
has now been added to our website
( ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org ) . Press 
Donate to your parish.              

Knockbridge: New Envelope Boxes          
The new envelope boxes have been distributed  
to those who contribute to the running cost of 
the parish in this way. If you have never 
received an envelope box and would like to, 
please call the parochial house Knockbridge and 
a box will be delivered to you . The first date on 
the new box is Good Friday 2nd April (Special 
Collection for Christians in the Holy Land ( also 
look at Donate Online above) 

 Do This In Memory Family Masses                                     
Masses specifically geared to children who 
are preparing for their First Penance & First 
Holy Communion (and their families) will 
take place on the following dates and 
venues.                                                                  
Sunday 11th April Knockbridge 11.30am               
Saturday 8th May Kilkerley 6.00pm               
Everyone is welcome to support & pray for 
the little ones in our parish communities.  

Family Tree Healing Mass  will take place 
on Monday 12th April 2021 at 8.00pm.                              
This Mass is primarily for the generations 
(Paternal & Maternal) that have gone before us. 
The Mass will be preceded by the rosary . 
Everyone is welcome                                            

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group will 
begin New Life in the Spirit Seminars  from 
Thursday 22nd April  to Thursday 3rd June in St. 
Mary’s Church, Knockbridge. The Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit will take place on Pentecost Sunday 
23rd May. The list of guest speakers will be will 
be gathered in the next few weeks. Come Holy 
Spirit!                                                                  

“Easter Joy from the Cathedrals City”    
On Easter Sunday, an evening of music and 
reflection will be presented from St Patrick’s RC 
Cathedral, Armagh at 7pm. and will be led by 
Archbishop Eamon Martin and Archbishop John 
McDowell Join them for hymns of hope and joy 
as we celebrate Easter. Join the celebration via 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Webcam.                                        

SIGNS OF EASTER …..(CONTINUED)                

Many of us are now experiencing a greater 
appreciation of people we previously took for 
granted—especially essential workers. We are 
grateful for all healthcare workers, of food 
service workers, maintenance personnel, 
teachers and child care providers. The pandemic 
has called forth society’s generosity. People have 
stepped forward to help those in need, including 
many who have never needed help before. Many 
have reorganised their priorities, placing social 
connection at the top. We can now see how 
important community really is. As the disciples 
supported each other in the early days of 
Christianity, so too many people have joined 
together to face this common threat.                               
So this Easter let us rejoice!  Despite the death 
and suffering that we have endured, let us stand 
together in the sure and certain hope of better 
things to come—the hope so well expressed by 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J.: “Let him Easter 
in us, be a dayspring to the dimness of us.” 

The Sacraments of First Confessions, 
First Holy Communion & 
Confirmation. 
In a letter to the priests of the 
Archdiocese, the diocesan hierarchy have 
stated that ‘in the diocesan parishes in 
Republic of Ireland these sacraments 
are postponed for the time being as we 
still have no date for the return to 
public worship. Our current 
recommendation is that dates should 
not be considered before the beginning 
of June and, even then, things remain 
uncertain.’                                            
This will be very disappointing to the 
families concerned. However, let us pray 
that Confirmation can be celebrated in 
Mid-June as well as First Confession and 
First Holy Communion in September. 
 
Divine Mercy Sunday                                       
St. John Paul II designated the 2nd Sunday 
of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday. To 
mark this, there will be a Divine Mercy 
Holy Hour via webcam in St. Mary’s 
Church, Knockbridge at 3.00pm. All are 
welcome. 
 
Divine Renovation ( LAUNCHED 
TODAY) Moving our parishes from 
maintenance to Mission: From Fr. Gerry 

I and Terry Quinn our ‘New 

Evangelisation Coordinator ‘have begun 

plans for re-building  our parishes to draw 

back those who have left the faith 

community. This initiative begins today 

EASTER SUNDAY. Divine Renovation 

(DR) is based on a book by Fr. James 

Mallon. Its aim is to revive and bring new 

life into parishes focusing on the words of 

Jesus to his Disciples in Matt28:19. “Go 

make disciples of all nations….”  This will 

begin by gathering  two ‘Leadership 

Teams’ (6-8 people) one for each parish. 

However, before that , the Divine 

Renovation team  recommend that the 

Pastor/PP comes up with a Vision. So here 

is mine:  The Parish I see is……     

A vibrant community of Missionary 
Disciples 
A Community fully engaged in Spirit-

Filled Worship.                                                            
A people focused on winning back those 

who have strayed.                                             
All parishioners Baptised in the Holy 
Spirit.                                                                    

A culture of Welcome and Hospitality. 
Leaders being identified and empowered  

A people who have a personal 
relationship with Christ. 

The Word of God & the teaching of the 
Church taught, understood & applied. 
   

  As you can see there are 8 parts to this 

vision, 8 being the Biblical symbol of 

Resurrection & Regeneration. This vision 

will permeate every aspect of parish life 

including schools, Pastoral Council, Finance 

Committee , Baptism Teams, Prep. for the 

Sacraments and Sunday Mass.  Are you 

ready for Easter Hope for Kilkerley & 

Knockbridge?  Here it is.     (Fr. Gerry) 

 

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Pastoral Area  website: ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org 

Priests: Fr. Pat McEnroe P.P. Darver & Dromiskin: 9379147, Fr Seán McArdle P.P. Louth: 9374285 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

MASS TIMES DURING PRESENT RESTRICTIONS                                                                                                                     

Weekend Masses will be LIVE STREAMED                                                        

Kilkerley: 6pm Saturday. Knockbridge: 11.30am Sunday                                                              

Each Mass will be offered for the anniversaries that have been booked for both 

Saturday and Sunday.                                                                                                           

Fr. Gerry & Fr. Brian will also celebrate Mass on weekdays:                        

Kilkerley: Tuesday and Thursday at 9.30am (7.30pm 1st Friday)                                                  

Knockbridge: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30am  

KILKERLEY:                                                                                                                        
Anniversaries Sunday 4th April: 10:am (Easter Sunday)   

 John L. Kerr MM. Briege Bourton, Tom Rita, Thomas Kirk and May Gogarty 

Anniversaries Saturday 10th April: 6.00pm                                                                                             

Kathleen Tennyson MM. Mary Bellew (1st Anv.) Noel Wallace & DFM’s, Gene, Briege, James & 

Jason Callan & DFM’s of Callan & Rogers Family 

KNOCKBRIDGE:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Anniversaries Sunday 4th April: 11.30am (Easter Sunday)                                                 

Ann Meegan (1st Anv.), Brian Maguire (1st Anv.),  Peter, Mary & Pat Hanratty. Owen Joe 

Veldon, Jane & Pat Marron, Dunbin.  

Anniversaries Sunday 11th April: 11.30am (Divine Mercy Sunday)                                                       

Tom McGeeney, Rose, Larry & Ronan McElroy, Bess Kieran (3rd Anv.)                                                                                           

 

 

Prayer Meetings                                      
As you know, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Prayer Group meet each   
Thursday at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s 
Church, Knockbridge . Meetings will 
resume again on Easter Thursday 8th 
April at 7.30pm by webcam.  Fr. 
Gerry , Joan McKenna and Terry Quinn 
will lead the meeting until the prayer 
group members are all back in the 
church praising God. You too are 
welcome to join us. 

Fr. Gerry, Fr. Brian, Deacon Martin 
and the Combined Parish Pastoral 
Councils wish you and your family a 
very Happy  &  Peace-Filled Easter 

 

http://www.trocaire.org/

