
Priests: Fr. Gerry Campbell                                         

Telephone: 042 9374125                                           

Email: gerrycampbell65@gmail.com                         

Fr. Brian MacRaois                

Telephone: 042 6827409                                              

email: brianmacraois49@gmail.com 

Kilkerley/Knockbridge - Office 

Hours:  Monday to Friday                    

Time: 9.30a.m. to 1.30p.m. 

Newsle�er: kilkerleybulletin@gmail.com              

Knockbridge  €   Kilkerley  €                       

 

Following a directive from         

Archbishop Eamon and due to the 

corona virus, Exposition 

of  the Blessed Sacrament 

will no longer take place 

on  Mondays in   Knockbridge and 

Fridays in Kilkerley  until further 

notice. NB The churches will only 

be opened for solitary  personal 

prayer. This will be reviewed daily 

in light of public health authority & 

Government guidance. 
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Travelling from house to house  recently 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament        
(aka The Eucharist aka Jesus) blessing 
each home in both parishes, has been a 
walking meditation. My prayer was    
simple: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the 
eternal Father, I ask your blessing  
upon this home and all who live here. 
Protect them from the coronavirus 
and from every other evil.” For the first 
time I got a sense of the size of each 
parish and the townlands as well as   
parish boundaries although I’m sure I 
slipped into other parishes/dioceses from 
time to time. As I moved from house to 
house I was so conscious of clinging to 
Jesus like the first witnesses to the   
Resurrection. All I could do was pray His 
name over and over to the rhythm of my 
strides and the singing of the birds  
‘Jesus’, ‘Jesus,’ ‘Jesus’. Other times I 
prayed in tongues, (one of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit), letting the Spirit carry me 
along. Sometimes I pondered and    
wondered what was happening inside 
that house or that one-..How were the 
people inside adapting to these strange 
times-..I recall reading an untitled poem 
by Kitty O’ Meara that has gone viral,  
about the hope that something good can 
come out of this collective state of 

‘together, apart’.    

And the people stayed home. 

And read books and listened, and  rested 

and exercised, 

and made art and played games, 

and learned new ways of being and were 

s�ll. 

And listened more deeply. 

Some meditated, some prayed, some 

danced. 

Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think  differently. 

And the people healed. 

And, in the absence of people living in  

ignorant, dangerous, mindless and    

heartless ways the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the 

people joined together again, 

they grieved their losses, and made new 

choices, 

and dreamed new images, 

and created new ways to live and heal the 

earth fully, as they had been healed.  

As I end my journey around the parishes 
my prayer  is that all of us will experience 
deep peace and healing in the risen   
Jesus and prioritise time for this in our 
daily lives...on our own, with our families 
and in our parish community. 

The latest Advice on Coronavirus 
re Church :    Bap$sms                                              
All Bap$sms are postponed. In an 
emergency Bap$sm may be   
celebrated by any person who  
intends what the Church intends. 
The formula for Bap$sm “NAME. I 
Bap�se you in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit” and is said while   
pouring water on the head three 
$mes. Please no$fy the  priest you 
have done this. A celebra$on of 
the faith community can take 
place at a later $me. 

Funerals                                           
For the safety of all concerned, 
a�endance at funeral services and 
Masses should be limited to  a 
maximum of 10 people only, 
keeping to the safe distance     
protocol. Others can avail of the 
church webcam (see below). We 
need to prepare ourselves for the 
likelihood that only commi�al  
services at the graveside will be 
possible at some point in the     
future and memorial Masses at a 
later date. 

Praying for those who are sick. Do 
you believe in the power of        
collec�ve prayer? We pray by 
name for those who have died, 
why not pray by name for those in 
our communi�es who are sick? All 
you need to do is ask the person 
who is ill: “ Is it ok for Fr. Gerry to 
include you by name in future 
Masses? ”If they are not able to 
respond, ask a family member. If 
the answer is YES, give the name to 
Fr. Gerry. Their name (not their 
illness) will then be included in the 
Mass 

ALONE has launched a na�onal 
support line for older people who 
have concerns or are facing       
difficul�es rela�ng to the outbreak 
of coronavirus. Professional Staff 
are available to answer queries 
and to give advice and reassure if 
necessary . The support line is 
open 7 days a week 8am-8pm. Call 
0818222024 

Trócaire  Boxes & other Collec�ons  

Many thanks to those who le� the 

Trocaire Boxes  or envelopes to the 

Parochial House porch, Knockbridge 

during Easter Week .Fr Gerry has    

extended this to one more week i.e.  

Mon.-Fri . 3-6pm Let us help those in 

other countries who are most          

vulnerable to COVID-19…. 

Weekly Envelopes can also be le$ in  

at the same visit ….parish bills s�ll 

need to be paid  (-:  

Divine Mercy Sunday Holy Hour                                
Saint Pope John Paul II designated the 
Second Sunday of Easter as Divine 
Mercy Sunday. To mark this, there will 
be a Divine Mercy Holy Hour via 
webcam in the Church of the            
Immaculate Concep3on at 3.00pm . 
Please log-in and share this good 
news. 

We will phone you !                               
If an elderly/ vulnerable family     
member or neighbour in Knockbridge 
or Kilkerley would like Fr. Gerry  or Fr. 
Brian to phone them for a chat & a 
prayer please call the parish office, 
leave their name and number and Fr. 
Gerry or Fr. Brian will phone them. In 
keeping with data protec�on the 
number given will  be used for this 
purpose only.                                              

St. Brides Healthy Club Project 
Team are offering a service to anyone 
in the community, member or non-
member, who needs help with         
collecting groceries, prescriptions, 
etc.. All requests will be treated in 
confidence. Contact 0857234668 or 
086 4017098 

Spiritual Communion:  For all who 

long to aAend their local church and 

to receive Holy Communion  but    

cannot because of present restric�ons 

you can s�ll be united spiritually with 

Christ.  Pray this prayer of Spiritual 

Communion                                              

‘My Jesus,   I believe that you are present 

in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 

above all things, and I desire to receive 

you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you sacramentally, 

please come spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace you now as if you were already 

there and I unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from 

you. ‘Amen  

Respect for the Graveyard this Easter                        

As we celebrate the resurrec�on  of 

Christ we are reminded  about  having 

respect for our deceased rela�ves. How 

blessed we are that both  Knockbridge & 

Kilkerley  parishes have their own private 

graveyard where we can visit & pray for 

those who have gone before us.            

Tradi�onally Easter is a �me when fami-

lies place wreaths and flowers on the 

graves of their loved ones.  Unfortunately 

some people are throwing old wreaths &  

dead flowers and rubbish in the        

graveyard. We appeal to all: please bring 

your rubbish home! And if you see old 

wreaths , dead flowers & other  rubbish 

do not walk passed it ; pick it up & bring it 

home….the upkeep of the cemetery is the                

responsibility of all parishioners. Love 

 

Kilkerley Emmets: men and ladies  
senior teams are offering a service 
to anyone in the community, mem-
ber or non-member, who needs help 
with collecting groceries,           
prescriptions, etc.. All requests will 
be treated in confidence. Contact 
0858783433 

Live Streaming of Masses                                  
Log into: MCN Media, scroll to Rep. 
of Ireland then Co. Louth and then 
you click on the image of St. Mary’s 
Church, Knockbridge or Church of 
the Immaculate Concep�on, 
Kilkerley) depending on the day & 
�me.  

Unbound: Freedom in Christ 
Ministry: Experience God’s   

healing love. Break addictive     

behaviour and sinful patterns, End 

struggles with anger, inadequacy, 

worry, guilt, sadness, loneliness, 

resentment, or depression. Heal 

wounds caused by a person, place 

or situation. Learn to forgive. Do 

you wish to be set free? Experience 

healing and an abundant life in Je-

sus. .Call Joan:  086 3288847 and 

make an appointment.   

Blessings Homes for protec$on 
from the Virus. Fr. Gerry has now 
completed his visits to each home 
in both parishes. He would like to 
thank all those who have encour-
aged him in this endeavour. 

Mass on RTE                                  
Please note  that RTE is           
broadcas�ng Mass every day at 
10.30am on RTE News Now.  

Check out the  following website for 

more prayer resources :                  

catholicbishops.ie 

A Prayer for Health Care Workers  

Loving God, we place into your care 

all our doctors, nurses and healthcare 

workers. Give them courage of heart 

and strength of mind and body. Keep 

them safe from harm. May they know 

our deep gra�tude for all they are  

doing to heal and help those affected 

by the coronavirus. God of all          

consola�on may they know your     

protec�on and peace. Bless them in 

these challenging days and bless their 

families.  Amen. 
Resources for home. As you may 
not be able to fully par�cipate in 
Sunday Mass at this �me, there are  
resources for individual and family 
prayer compiled by  the Diocesan 
Pastoral Team. Check out 
www.armaghprays.com           

Our Lady Queen of Peace Pastoral Area  website: ourladyqueenofpeacepa.org 
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MASSES 

No Public Masses until further notice. Weekend Masses will be 

LIVE STREAMED.   

Kilkerley 6pm Saturday  Knockbridge 11.30am  Sunday 

Each Mass will be offered for the anniversaries that have been 

booked for both Saturday and Sunday. 

Fr. Gerry will also celebrate  Mass  on  weekdays: Kilkerley:    

Tuesday and Thursday at 9.30am  & Knockbridge: Wednesday and 

KILKERLEY: Anniversaries Saturday 18th April :  6.00pm                        

Tom Kirk (1st Anv.) Maeve Larkin and Maura Harold   

Anniversaries Saturday 25th April: 6.00pm                                                 

Matthew (Matt) Birch MM., (Thomastown) Mary and Vincent Clarke 

KNOCKBRIDGE:  

Anniversaries Sunday 19th April :11.30am                                             

Patrick McCaffrey MM., (Rathbrist)  Alice Flood (nee Wynne) 1st. Anv. 

Elizabeth (Bess) Kieran, Kilcroney, Brendan Marry, Peadar Carolan 

and Deceased Family Members, Kate, Bernard and Rose Rooney and 

Pete, Veronica and Ian McKenna.   

Anniversaries Sunday 26th April: 11.30am                                                  

Alice Geoghegan  MM., (Crossabeigh), Willie Moonan. Tom Sweeney, 

Your Prayer are asked for the recently Deceased:                                                     
Mary Bellew (Rathmore) Joe Faughey, Donaghmore, Maggie Murray, 
Milltown, Anne Meegan, Dunbin,  Brian Maquire, Crossabeigh, Pat Nugent, 
Cavan Road,  Fr. Tom Hamill, Dundalk. Paddy Rushe (Srn.) Coalisland,  


